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Bobby Shannon: Performing double duty
R
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obert L. “Bobby” Shannon Jr. (J.D.’91) has been plotting 
his double life since childhood. 
“My father had been career Air Force, so I had been around it 
my whole life. I also loved airplanes, and I just knew that joining 
the Air Force was something I wanted to do at an early age. 
“But I would also watch movies like ‘To Kill a Mockingbird’ 
and was inspired by characters such as Atticus Finch. To me, 
lawyers were the embodiment of power who had the ability to 
right a wrong, so that was also a dream of mine. I am angered 
by injustice.”
Shannon has made his dreams a reality and then some. 
Today, he is the vice commander for the Georgia Air National 
Guard, where he assists in overseeing 3,000 men and women 
in two flying wings and six other units around the state. In 
addition, he is a senior partner and national trial counsel at the 
Atlanta firm Hall Booth Smith & Slover.
Going above and beyond has been a common characteristic 
in all of Shannon’s endeavors. As a professional, he is a 
leader in his law firm and in the broader legal community. 
He has served on the board of governors for the State Bar of 
Georgia, as president of the Gate City Bar Association and as a 
representative on the Law School Association Council.
On the military side of things, Shannon’s hard work resulted 
in his promotion to full colonel and, eventually, brigadier 
general (becoming the first African-American to do so in the 
Georgia Air National Guard). He has also participated in 
numerous deployments that span 20 years of combat operations 
since Desert Storm.
“Leadership requires hard decisions, and at the end of the 
day we put someone’s son, daughter, husband, wife, brother or 
sister in harm’s way. In this business you pray a lot.”
He also 
makes frequent 
commutes to 
Washington, 
D.C., to 
serve on the 
Air National 
Guard’s Joint 
Diversity 
Executive 
Council; its 
General Officer Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance 
Steering Council; and its Strategic Planning Committee. 
He has completed Air Command and Staff College and Air 
War College at Air University in Montgomery, Ala. He has 
also completed the Joint Task Force Commanders’ Course and 
Harvard’s Leadership in Crisis Course in addition to performing 
his regular military duties. 
“Time, deadlines and management – it’s a high-stakes game 
that I play as a partner at a law firm and a general officer in the 
military, and that means a lot of sleepless nights. 
“There have been times that I have literally come off a flight 
from the Middle East or deployment and landed in Atlanta and 
had my legal assistant bring me a bag of civilian clothes. I would 
change, jump on a commercial flight and fly to another state for 
a deposition.”
Despite having to schedule his life so closely, Shannon has 
managed to carve out time to serve as a mentor both in the 
military and at his law firm, a job that he refers to as “the most 
rewarding of them all.” 
“Mentoring gives me an opportunity to help shape people’s 
careers. It’s great to look at young men and women and, 
whether they are lawyers, pilots or officers, see them bloom and 
become judges, professors and generals. I hope that maybe I had 
something to do with that process. I take a lot of pride in that.”
Shannon credits his law firm, which he has worked at for 20 
years, for his ability to do so much. 
“My firm has been extremely supportive of all my aspirations, 
and I don’t think I would be as successful without them.”
As for future aspirations, Shannon added that he still has a 
few things on his “to do” list. 
“I am extremely happy with my careers – military and legal. 
However, before it’s all said and done, I would love to work 
with the National Security Agency. The work they do provides 
a tremendous service to the nation. We all sleep more soundly 
because of their vigilance.”
—Curry Andrews
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ive years ago Hilary Harp’s (J.D.’85) career was nothing 
short of a success story. She had been in private practice 
for decades working in Washington, D.C., and Atlanta. She had 
an extensive network of colleagues and friends as well as many 
mentors in large firms, including Powell Goldstein (now Bryan 
Cave), where she was a partner and practice group leader. But 
something was missing.
“I seemed to be at a point in my career where I was looking 
at my life and I thought, ‘Okay, I’ve been doing this for 20 
years. Is this what I want to do for the 
next 20?’ I had a great experience in 
private practice, but I was really ready to 
give back to the community.”
Harp had volunteered in the past 
for Habitat for Humanity building 
houses in the Atlanta area, and when 
an opportunity arose in the Habitat 
for Humanity International legal 
department, she jumped at the chance 
to change her legal career and support a 
good cause. 
“Habitat’s mission of providing 
simple, decent, affordable housing really 
appealed to me. Habitat doesn’t give 
houses away. We build and sell them to 
needy families and finance them through 
affordable, no-profit mortgages. Families are also required to 
invest several hundred hours of their own ‘sweat equity’ to help 
build their homes. We call it giving a hand-up, not a hand-out.”
As deputy general counsel for Habitat International, Harp is 
in charge of a host of national and global legal issues. 
“My job is to help manage and oversee the work that our 
legal team does around the world. I do a lot of hands-on 
work myself. So in addition to management, I handle general 
corporate counsel responsibilities such as compliance and risk 
management, corporate governance, contract review, litigation 
support, human resources, tax matters, weighing in on policy 
questions, doing legal research, and managing and overseeing a 
worldwide trademark portfolio.” 
Though the work is extremely fast-paced and challenging, 
Harp said the rewards of helping families around the world are 
“tremendous.” 
Since it was founded, Habitat International has built more 
than 400,000 affordable homes serving approximately two 
million people around the globe. Its mission is to “eliminate 
poverty housing and homelessness from the world.” 
“It’s such a great feeling to know that the work I do every day 
contributes, in some small way, to advancing Habitat’s mission 
and hopefully making the world a better place.”
Harp added that her inspiration to become a lawyer and 
to take on this career change came from her late father, Bill 
Harp (J.D.’54). 
 “My dad was a lawyer, and in many respects he was one 
of the great generalists. Back then, in the 50s and 60s, lawyers 
had to do a little bit of everything. He could try a case, close 
a real estate transaction or complete a corporate merger with 
equal ease and competence. That was always inspiring to me. 
My job now is similar in that it keeps me on my toes, and I 
constantly have to change legal and business hats.”
Harp also attributes her preparedness for general counsel 
work to her past legal experiences.
“I actually consider myself lucky that I’ve had a number 
of different jobs. All of the training I received over the years, 
both in law school and private practice, has prepared me for 
the position I’m in now. After graduation, I felt well prepared 
to pursue whatever type of job I wanted to do, and I still feel 
that way today.
“I believe there may be many opportunities for change 
over the span of one’s career, and that it’s never too late 
to switch gears and do something different. The work I 
do now is rewarding in a completely different way than 
private practice work, and I am thankful for this amazing 
opportunity to give back.”
—Curry Andrews
Hilary Harp: Providing affordable housing around the globe
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n many ways, Kenneth E. Gross Jr.’s (J.D.’78) career has 
been shaped by one elusive characteristic – luck.
While working in Atlanta, Gross stumbled upon something 
that would change his life forever. 
“I noticed a lot of people coming in and out of the office 
across from mine, so I went over and asked what was going 
on. A man told me they were giving the oral assessment for the 
Foreign Service Exam.” 
At the time, Gross was reading the memoirs of George 
Kennan, a famous diplomat, who mentions in his book how he 
went through the testing process.
“So I said, ‘Great, can I take it?’ And 
the man laughed and said, ‘No. You 
have to take the written part first and 
then you can take the oral if you pass the 
written.’ Naturally I said, ‘Fine, can I 
take the written now?’ And he said ‘No, 
no! We only give it once a year.’” 
Gross signed up and took the test 
the following year, passing all of the 
assessments. He quit his job as an 
attorney and entered the Foreign Service 
as an officer in 1987. 
Though Gross had never considered 
this type of career opportunity before 
that fateful day, he did have an affinity 
for traveling. His father was in the U.S. 
Air Force and, before college, Gross had lived all over Europe 
learning different languages and experiencing other cultures. His 
upbringing instilled in him a passion for travel and international 
relations.
After joining the Foreign Service, Gross began a slew of 
tours, first to the consulate in Frankfurt, Germany, and then to 
the embassy in Katmandu, Nepal. He served as deputy chief of 
section in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, and worked for two years in 
the embassy in Port au Prince, Hati.
Eventually, Gross accepted the position of deputy chief of 
mission at the American Embassy in Tajikistan, a former Soviet 
Republic with more than seven million people bordered by 
Afghanistan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan and China. 
When Gross accepted the job in 2002, the U.S. State 
Department had actually evacuated Americans out of the 
Tajikistan embassy and all Foreign Service employees were living 
in Kazakhstan. Every few weeks Americans would fly into the 
county, talk with Tajik leaders, fly back to Kazakhstan and write 
cables about the status of the country.
However, in the wake of 9/11, Tajikistan became an important 
diplomatic stronghold and slowly, but surely, the American 
Embassy began to resume full-time operations there. 
“My first reaction to the country while driving from the 
airport was the clear and present danger 
that exists when driving the streets of 
Tajikistan,” Gross said. “We had more 
security than most American Embassy’s 
had at the time, so I knew this place would 
be different from the others I had worked 
in.”
Two years later, Gross was on to his 
next assignment and served in multiple 
capacities in Iraq and earned his M.S. 
in National Security Strategy from the 
National War College in Washington, 
D.C. 
In 2008, while working as a senior 
career development officer, Gross 
received a telephone call from the State 
Department’s director general stating 
he was to be nominated by the president to be the next U.S. 
ambassador to Tajikistan. 
“It was a great feeling!” he said. “Becoming an ambassador is 
not something you can plan. It depends on what post becomes 
available, if you are qualified and many other factors. It doesn’t 
happen to everybody.”
As U.S. Ambassador to Tajikistan, Gross is in charge of 
running the embassy and overseeing all diplomatic initiatives. 
Gross and his team are currently working on making Tajikistan 
fully democratic and growing business opportunities in the 
country. 
“I feel very fortunate to have this position. It’s hard, and there 
is not much free time, but it’s a lot of fun and very rewarding.”
—Curry Andrews
Ken Gross: Career diplomat with experience and luck on his side
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eorgia Law has enjoyed greater success in our fundraising 
efforts as the economic recovery has continued. 
With more than two months to go before the end of our fiscal 
year, we have exceeded our gift and commitment total from the 
prior year. 
The Law School Fund, which set a record high in the 2010 
fiscal year, is on pace to surpass last year. And we have enjoyed a 
significant increase in donations across all gift levels. 
While the school continues to face budgetary uncertainty as 
the state apportions its limited resources to higher education, the 
school’s confidence has been boosted by the growing support of 
our alumni and friends.
Private support, together with investment from the university, 
has allowed the law school to move forward with the renovation 
of its complex, with the first phase already in progress. 
Launching this project would not have been possible without 
a leadership gift from Kathelen V. Amos (J.D.’82) and Dan 
Amos, and significant gifts from the Sutherland firm and its 
Georgia Law alumni, the Kirbo Trust and William J. Stembler 
(J.D.’71). 
We have also received generous gifts and commitments from 
Angie Fitts Marshall and her family; Weyman T. Johnson 
Jr. (J.D.’79); Kenneth M. Henson Jr. (J.D.’78), Carlton M. 
Henson II (J.D.’80) and Susie Henson Millsap; Robert P. Hein 
(J.D.’77); John Noell Jr. (J.D.’65); Mark A. Tate (J.D.’92) and 
other alumni of the law school. 
We will need additional gifts as 
we undertake future phases of this 
project, and I hope you will make 
the trip to Athens to see this exciting 
transformation.
We are also grateful to announce 
three new scholarship endowments. 
In addition to their support for the 
renovation, Kathelen and Dan Amos established the Kathelen 
Van Blarcum Amos ’82 Scholarship, which was awarded for the 
first time this academic year. 
Michael N. and Risë H. Weathersby, both members of 
the Class of 1984, made a six-figure pledge to endow a new 
scholarship. Furthermore, they will provide immediate funding 
so a student can start to benefit this fall while the endowment 
grows. Their gift also includes continued support for the Law 
School Fund. 
A gift was received from the estate of Henry G. Neal 
(J.D.’48), which creates the Henry G. Neal Fund to provide 
support to a first-year law student. 
Continued growth in scholarship funding remains a 
priority for the school as we rely solely on private resources for 
scholarship aid for our talented students.
We are enjoying very strong results in the Second Annual 
Firm and Corporation Alumni Challenge, which seeks to 
achieve 100 percent participation in annual giving from Georgia 
Law alumni with a law 
firm or company. 
At press time, 49 
organizations, representing 
more than 650 Georgia 
Law alumni, were 
demonstrating their 
support. 
Currently several firms 
in Group B (those with 
5-10 alumni employees) 
have achieved a 100 
percent participation 
rate, and several in Group 
A (those with 11 or 
more alumni) were 
getting close. 
Our volunteers 
are having a positive 
impact on the giving 
rates among alumni at many top law firms and corporations 
in Georgia and beyond, and we extend our thanks for their 
efforts and to their colleagues for their generosity. 
As we seek to broaden support for and investment in 
Georgia Law, Dean White has continued her outreach to 
alumni throughout Georgia and in other 
states where our alumni live and work. 
We extend our thanks to Georgia hosts 
in Albany, Americus, Augusta, Macon, 
Marietta and Rome, as well as to those in 
Birmingham, Ala.; Chattanooga, Tenn.; 
Houston, Texas; New York City, N.Y.; and 
Tampa, Fla., for their efforts in gathering 
their fellow alumni together and for 
covering the costs of these events.
I write this column having just celebrated the law school 
and our leadership donors at our annual Joseph Henry 
Lumpkin Society Spring Twilight Affair in Atlanta. 
Despite some truly spectacular thunderstorms, more than 
100 of our supporters – including graduates ranging from 
the Class of 1950 to the Class of 2010 – gathered for a great 
evening at the home of Andrew C. “Andy” (J.D.’89) and 
Elizabeth Ausband. 
The enthusiasm and generosity of our hosts and their 
guests reinforce my gratitude for the opportunity to seek 
support for this outstanding law school, and I hope we will 
see even more of you next year!
In the meantime, thank you for your support of Georgia 
Law, and please do not hesitate to contact me if you have 
questions or suggestions.
—Director of Development Scotty G. Mann
Development Update
“… the school’s confidence 
has been boosted by the 
growing support of our 
alumni and friends.”
You can follow the results of 
the Second Annual Firm and 
Corporation Alumni Challenge at 
www.law.uga.edu/firm-challenge.
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Law School Life
Midyear Alumni Events
This year, the law school put a new twist on the traditional “midyear” 
alumni reception and breakfast as both events were held in Athens 
rather than in conjunction with the State Bar of Georgia Midyear 
Meeting in Nashville, Tenn. Enjoying the Classic City festivities were 
(above, l. to r.) Katie Rutledge (J.D.’09), John Ellington (J.D.’85) and 
Kevin Sweat (J.D.’10).
The Thursday night reception, which was sponsored by Law School 
Association President David B. Bell (J.D.’77), also provided the 
opportunity to honor graduates who serve as judges for the state 
system of Georgia. Among those who received special recognition 
were: (above left, l. to r.) Harry Jay Altman (J.D.’75), Robert Benham 
(J.D.’70), Tommy Hankinson (J.D.’73) and Mary Staley (J.D.’78). 
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To view more photos from this year’s alumni events,  
please visit www.law.uga.edu/photo-gallery.
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20th Annual Homecoming BBQ
The annual Homecoming BBQ is always a great time for 
members of the Georgia Law community to come together 
and reconnect. Taking advantage of this opportunity were: 
(l. to r.) Jennifer (J.D.’08) and M.J. (J.D.’06) Blakely, Sachin 
(J.D.’09) and Serene Varghese, and Chris Gant (J.D.’07).
“Robes in the Schools” Program
Georgia Law was one of more than 40 educational institutions throughout the state 
to participate in “Robes in the School,” a program sponsored by Just the Beginning 
Foundation where judges share their journey to the bench with students. Participating 
in the Athens-area program were:  (l. to r.) judges Dee Downs (J.D.’81), Janet King 
(J.D.’80), Melodie Snell Conner (J.D.’86), Steve Goss (J.D.’86) and Patricia Barron.
1950 and 1960 Reunions
During Homecoming weekend, the classes of 1950 and 1960 joined together 
to celebrate their 60- and 50-year class reunions. Pictured to the right are 
1950 classmates: (front, l. to r.) Albert Wallace, Harold Clarke, (back, l. to r.) 
Truett Smith, Hoyt Whelchel, Joe Cheeley and Watson White.
Also taking part in the celebration was (below, l. to r.) Albert Remler 
(LL.B.’60), Walter Mitchell (J.D.’60) and Cherry and Bunky (J.D.’60) Pease. 
Augusta Area Alumni Reception
Georgia Law alumni and friends in the Augusta area were invited to 
the Law Office of David B. Bell to participate in one of the numerous 
regional alumni events that took place this year. Here (l. to r.) Justin 
Jones (J.D.’08), Jonathan Parente (J.D.’10), Tate Keenan (J.D.’09) and 
Stephen Albright (J.D.’10) pause for a quick photo. Similar alumni 
events were hosted in cities such as New York City, Birmingham, 
Houston, Tampa and Chattanooga as well as in several other 
locations throughout the state of Georgia.
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JHLS Spring Twilight Affair
Hosting the 2011 Joseph Henry Lumpkin Society Spring Twilight Affair were Elizabeth and Andy (J.D.’89) 
Ausband (right). Here, the couple poses for a photo with Associate Dean Paul Kurtz and his wife Carol (left) 
and with Dean Rebecca White and her husband Dan (center). Photo by Dennis McDaniel.
The lithograph of the law school has been placed here in memory 
of its creator, Warren Kirbo, who passed away in November 2010.
For a full listing of Class Notes, please 
visit www.law.uga.edu/alumni.
Class Notes Notables
In an effort to provide Class Notes listings 
in a timely manner, this editorial section 
now only appears in its entirety in the law 
school’s quarterly electronic newsletter, 
News @ Georgia Law, and online. Below 
are some Class Notes “notables” from April 
2010 to April 2011. For a full listing, 
please visit www.law.uga.edu/alumni.
Lawrence J. Cohen (1961) of Tomball, 
TX, was named to the International 
Franchise Association’s Hall of Fame. Jack 
L. Rives (1977) of Alexandria, VA, was 
named executive director of the American 
Bar Association. Neil C. Gordon (1979) 
of Atlanta, GA, became president-elect of 
the National Association of Bankruptcy 
Trustees. John J. Worley (1980) of 
Houston, TX, has become vice president 
and associate dean for academic affairs 
at the South Texas College of Law. Mary 
D. Chaffin (1982) of Portland, OR, has 
joined ACCION International as general 
counsel. J. Randolph Evans (1983) of 
Atlanta, GA, was appointed by Gov. 
Nathan Deal to co-chair the Judicial 
Nominating Commission. William A. 
Gillon (1983) of Germantown, TN, 
has become the CEO and president of 
Cotton Board. Steve C. Jones (1988) 
of Athens, GA, was appointed to the 
bench for the U.S. District Court for 
the Northern District of Georgia. Lisa 
Godbey Wood (1990) of St. Simons 
Island, GA, was sworn in as chief judge of 
the U.S. District Court for the Southern 
District of Georgia. Michael J. Sharp 
(1991) of New York, NY, has been named 
executive vice president, general counsel 
and secretary of Jefferies Group. Joan 
T.A. Gabel (1993) of Columbia, MO, 
has joined the University of Missouri 
as dean of the Trulaske College of 
Business. Jeffrey C. McLellan (1993) 
of Statesboro, GA, was named interim 
general counsel for the Southern Illinois 
University System. Hector P. Vargas Jr. 
(1993) of San Francisco, CA, has joined 
the Gay & Lesbian Medical Association 
as its executive director. John D. All 
(1994) of Comer, GA, completed a 
Fulbright Fellowship at Tribhuvan 
University in Nepal. Robert J. Moye III 
(1994) of Birmingham, AL, has joined 
KBR as senior counsel and will serve 
as lead counsel for KBR’s Canadian 
operations. Julia A. Houston (1995) 
of Atlanta, GA, was elected senior vice 
6th Annual Alumnae Evening
Judge Beverly Martin (J.D.’81) (left) of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 11th Circuit served as the keynote 
speaker for this year’s alumnae evening, which took place at the Capital City Club in Atlanta. During her 
address, Martin shared her own personal insights into the judicial system and encouraged those present 
to continue to strive to make a difference. “Achieving justice is like achieving good government. It is not 
something we will always agree about, but it is something we should all aspire to.”
Among the numerous alumnae enjoying the evening were (above, l. to r.) Sally Yates (J.D.’86) along with 
host committee members Donna Barwick (J.D.’77), Eleanor Banister (J.D.’80) and Ruth Knox (J.D.’78). 
president, general counsel and corporate 
secretary of Convergys. Enku Gelaye 
(1997) of Amherst, MA, was appointed 
associate vice chancellor of student affairs 
and campus life and dean of students 
at the University of Massachusetts at 
Amherst. W. Robert Woodall III (1997) 
of Avondale Estates, GA, was elected to 
serve in the U.S. House of Representatives 
to represent Georgia’s 7th Congressional 
District. M. Holland Cox Kirbo (2000) 
of Moultrie, GA, was named associate 
general counsel of Flowers Foods. Patrick 
N. Millsaps (2000) of Camilla, GA, was 
elected chairman of the Georgia State 
Ethics Commission. Rick M. Figlio 
(2002) of Tallahassee, FL, was appointed 
general counsel for the Executive Office 
of the Governor of Florida. David E. 
Howard (2002) of New York, NY, joined 
Coach as senior counsel. 
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eorgia Law alumni James E. Butler Jr. (J.D.’77) and 
Dudley H. Bowen Jr. (LL.B.’65) have been named the 
recipients of the Law School Association’s 2011 Distinguished 
Service Scroll Award. 
Presented each year at the alumni breakfast held in 
conjunction with the State Bar of Georgia Annual Meeting, the 
award is the LSA’s highest 
honor for alumni whose 
dedication and service to 
the legal profession and the 
law school deserve special 
recognition.
Butler enjoys an 
outstanding reputation 
for legal and personal 
excellence. Currently 
a partner with Butler, 
Wooten & Fryhofer, he 
has litigated cases in 27 
states, tried more than 
150 civil cases to verdict, 
appeared before more than 
100 trial judges and has 
been counsel in dozens 
of reported appellate 
decisions. 
He has served as president of the Georgia Trial Lawyers 
Association and the Columbus Trial Lawyers Association. He 
has also been a member of the State Bar of Georgia Disciplinary 
Board Review Panel and of various bar and court-appointed 
committees and commissions. 
On campus, he is well known for giving both his time and 
talents. His service includes establishing the James E. Butler 
Scholarship, which covers the cost of tuition for a law student 
in each class who is interested in pursuing a public interest law 
career. Furthermore, he is a two-time former chairman of the 
law school’s Board of Visitors. 
G
Butler and Bowen 
honored for excellence
The Distinguished Service Scroll Award is 
the LSA’s highest honor for alumni whose 
dedication and service to the legal profession 
and the law school deserve special recognition.
Bowen
Bowen is a mentor for many in the Georgia Law community. 
He has served on the U.S. District Court for the Southern 
District of Georgia for nearly 35 years and, during his time on 
the bench, more than 25 Georgia Law judicial clerks called his 
chambers home.
He also has served as a member of the law school’s BOV, 
as director and treasurer of the Southeastern Bankruptcy Law 
Institute and as director of the Federal Judges Association.
Prior to being appointed to the U.S. District Court, where 
he was chief judge from 1997 to 2004 and still hears cases 
as a senior judge, Bowen served as a bankruptcy judge for 
the Southern District of Georgia in addition to serving as a 
general practitioner in Augusta, Ga., and as an infantry officer 
and legal officer in the U.S. Army, where he was awarded a 
Commendation Medal.
ALUMNI ACTIVITIES
www.law.uga.edu
Butler
